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These issues must be taken up later. Here we are
concerned only with a history and its obstinately resistant
effects.
The place and prospects of technical education in the
development of English society will be considered later
It is " special " education in a rather new sense, still free
from the limiting influence of class associations and full
of yet unrealized promise as a powerful agent in the
creation and propagation of a class-transcending culture.
Reference must be made, before closing this chapter,
to one other unhappy consequence of the semi-senile,
non-cultural level upon which the education of the
masses of the people proceeded for so long. Shut off
almost entirely by lack of access to higher education
from careers above the normal woiking-class level, they
quite naturally took the new facilities provided under
the Act of 1902 as offering the chance not of achieving a
generous humanistic culture, but of rising in the social
and economic scale. Indeed, what else could have been
expected ? So now we have the spectacle of a frustrated
secondary school, designed to provide a liberal culture
for selected pupils and seized upon by ambuious parents
as a sure, if thorny, path of advancement for their off-
spring This is one of the ironies of history, surely. The
offer to suitably equipped members of the masses of a
share in what had hitherto been the culture of the privi-
leged is seized upon and converted into a new form of
the old " special " education. " Gettmg-on " seems to
be a half-sister of servility. No wonder there are those
who believe that the hope of a genuine common culture
at a reasonably high level is more likely to be realized
through the senior schools, the technical schools and
diverse facilities for adult education, than by a secondary
school frustrated from one side by its out-of-date and